Hurricane Irma Preparedness Tips

Make a Communications Plan

If your family isn’t together when a disaster strikes you should know how to reach each other
and where to meet up in an emergency. The Ready Georgia app also has an “I AM SAFE” text
message tool that allows you to send a text message to emergency contacts in your disaster
plan.

Build a Ready Kit

Put together a Ready Kit that includes the supplies you and your family would need for three
days. Some items to include are sufficient water, non-perishable food, medications,
important documents and any other essential items. Once you’ve gathered all the basic
items, consider what unique needs your family might have, such as supplies for pets,
seniors or family members with special needs. Add those items to your kit and start packing
it today.

Know the location of your local shelter

In the event of an evacuation, have a plan for where you and your family are going. If you
plan to go to a local shelter have the address and directions printed out and in your Ready
Kit. If you have a pet, check in advance to see if the shelter or hotel you plan to use is pet
friendly. Most public shelters can’t accept pets due to health regulations, so plan
accordingly.

Stay informed

Advance warning is the most powerful preparedness tool for severe weather. Every family
should have multiple methods for receiving severe weather alerts, including at least one
with an audible alert to wake you in the middle of the night if necessary.

There are many options for staying in touch with changing weather conditions:

e NOAA Weather Radio: Watches and Warnings issued by National Weather Service
(NWS) air on these radios.

e Television Stations: Local or national news stations monitor and broadcast weather
alerts.

e AM/FM Radio: Radio stations are required to air Emergency Alert System messages.

e Smartphone Applications: Numerous free and paid smartphone applications have
been created to notify the public of severe weather. Some of these applications use
GPS tracking on your phone and will notify you of severe weather warnings based
upon your location. Ready Georgia’s free app provides severe weather alerts and also
gives you mobile access to your emergency plan and other preparedness resources.

e Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA): WEA are emergency messages sent by authorized
government alerting authorities through your mobile carrier. The alert system doesn’t
require you to download an app or subscribe to a service. The WEA message will
usually provide the category and time, the agency issuing the alert and what action
you should take.
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